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Data Management?
“In the context of research and 
scholarship, data management 
refers to the 
storage, access, and 
preservation 
of data produced from a given 
investigation.”
- Texas A&M Libraries
Data Lifecycle 
Management
Storage, access, and 
preservation +
“Data management practices 
cover the entire lifespan of 
the data from planning to 
conducting it, and from 
backing up data as it is 
created and used to long 
term preservation of data 
deliverables after the 
research investigation has 
concluded.”
White House Office of 
Science and Technology 
Policy memo
For the heads of executive 
departments and agencies
● Sharing “to the greatest extent and 
with the fewest constraints 
possible”
● To “catalyze innovative 
breakthroughs”
● “provide grist for new insights”
● Goal is to develop “policies that 
mobilize these publications and 
data for reuse through preservation 
and broader public access” because 
this will “maximize the impact and 
accountability of the Federal 
research investment.”
DMP = Data Management Plan
https://i.kinja-img.com/gawker-media/image/upload/s--eVIrDf03--/c_scale,fl_progressive,q_80,w_800/jcxcywkck4zxdvpg3ijq.jpg
The Spirit of the DMP
NEH Template
Office of Digital Humanities 
template for 
Data Management Plans
Roles and Responsibilities
Expected Data
Period of Data Retention
Data Formats and Dissemination
Data Storage and Preservation of Access
Data for a Humanist
from “Data Management Plans for 
NEH Office of Digital Humanities 
Proposals and Awards”
“‘Data’ is defined as materials 
generated or collected during the 
course of conducting research. 
Examples of humanities data 
could include citations, software 
code, algorithms, digital tools, 
documentation, databases, 
geospatial coordinates (for 
example, from archaeological 
digs), reports, and articles.”
Data for a 
Humanist
Your own citations
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
The_Chicago_Manual_of_Style_16th_edition.gif “Chicago Manual of Style 16th 
Edition” via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.
Data for a 
Humanist
Your own citations
Metadata about metadata
Data for a 
Humanist
Your own citations
Metadata about metadata
Other people’s data...
● Census
Data for a 
Humanist
Your own citations
Metadata about metadata
Other people’s data...
● Census
● Primary source collections 
(ECCO)
Template of a DMP
1. Roles and responsibilities 
2. Expected data
3. Period of data retention
4. Data formats and 
dissemination
5. Data storage and 
preservation of access
Round 1
Successful DMPs
1. Strengths/weaknesses?
2. What was vague and why?
3. What language stuck out as 
being in the spirit of the DMP?
4. What did you learn about 
DMPs?
See: http://www.neh.gov/divisions/odh/grant-news/data-management-
plans-successful-grant-applications-2011-2014-now-available
Round 2
Services based on DMP 
Template
1. What questions would you ask as 
the faculty member starts 
thinking about data 
management?
2. Fill in a blank DMP form for either 
text, video, or an image.
3. How would you prepare to speak 
to the faculty member? Who else 
would you invite to this 
conversation? What information 
would you need to gather first?
4. What resources would you like to 
have on hand / what’s in your 
“toolbox”? (i.e. template, form, 
libguide, etc)
See: https://dmptool.org/requirements_templates/20/basic.docx
